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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mayer '728 
in view of Breese '243. 

In regard to claims 1 and 16, Mayer discloses a dialyzer 1 in combination with a 
connector 15, 

the dialyzer having a port 6 configured to be coupled to a Hansen coupling 15. Mayer 
does not disclose the use of a connector that slides perpendicularly to the axis of the dialzyer 
port. Breese teaches the use of either a Hansen type coupling (fig. 4) or a connector (figs. 1-2, 5) 
with a first end 12 of the connector surrounding the lumen 42, suitable for accommodating the 
dialysate port in the lumen 42, a second end 18 of the connector 12 surrounding the lumen and 
suitable for being connected to the dialysate-carrying line, characterized in that a recess 34 with a 
shift element 32 accommodated in the recess is provided on the first end 12, whereby the shift 
element 32 is displaceable between a first position and a second position perpendicular to the 
direction of the lumen 42 in the first end 12, whereby in the first position the shift element does 
not penetrate through the lumen 42 of the first end 12, and in the second position (fig. 2) it 
narrows the lumen 42 of the first end 12 so that the connector with the shift element 32 is placed 
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on the dialysate port 10 in the first position and in the second position it can be locked on the 
dialysate port by means of an undercut 26 thereon. 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to substitute the 
Hansen connector of Mayer with the connector depicted in figs. 1-2 and 5 of Breese because 
inasmuch as the references disclose these elements as art recognized equivalents, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the exercise art to substitute one for the other. In re Fout . 
675 F.2d 297, 301, 213 USPQ 532, 536 (CCPA 1982). 

In regard to claims 2-3 and 17, characterized in that the connector 12 consists not only of 
the shift element 32 but also a base body, which is composed of two interconnected essentially 
cylindrical sleeves (12, 18) whereby the first sleeve 12 is the first end and the second sleeve 18 is 
the second end, 

wherein that the outside diameter of the first sleeve 12 is greater than the outside 
diameter of the second sleeve 18. 

In regard to Claim 4, characterized in that the first sleeve 12 is suitable for 
accommodating a port according to DIN 58352. 

In regard to Claim 5, characterized in that the lumen 42 in the first sleeve 12 has a larger 
diameter than the lumen (threaded interior) in the second sleeve 12. 

In regard to Claim 6, characterized in that the connector is provided with a stop (the 
flange adjacent to 46 in fig. 5 at the end of bore 42) ("for the dialysis machine port" is intended 
use language) in the connecting area 42 of the two sleeves. 
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In regard to Claim 7, characterized in that a sealing element 50 for sealing the connector 
with respect to the dialysis machine port is provided on the inside wall of the first sleeve 12 near 
the stop (flange extending at the end of 42). 

In regard to Claim 8, characterized in that a constriction area (reduced area between bore 
42 and the threaded section in 18) in the lumen is provided between the first end 12 and the 
second end 18. 

In regard to Claim 9, characterized in that the recess consists of two opposite recesses 34. 

In regard to Claims 10 and 18, characterized in that the shift element 32 has a first 
opening (space between 32 and 36) which does not constrict the lumen 42 in the first end 12 in 
the first position and has a second opening (space between arms 38) which is connected to the 
first opening in the direction of shifting and which constricts the lumen 42 in the first end 12 in 
the direction of the recesses 34 in the second position. 

In regard to Claims 11-12 and 19, characterized in that the first opening (spaces between 
32, 36) has a round shape and the second opening (spaces between 38) has an elongated shape so 
that the overall shape is that of a keyhole, 

wherein that the first opening (spaces between 32, 36) has catch projections (flats at the 
bottom end of sections 32 and 36), which can engage with complementary recesses 34 on the 
first end 12 of the connector for the purpose of engaging the shift element 32 in the first position. 

In regard to Claim 13, characterized in that the complementary recesses 34 are 
additionally provided symmetrically on the flrst end 12 of the connector on the opposite side of 
the lumen in the direction of shifting (see fig. 2 where the cross hatched surfaces 30 are identical 
above and below 10). 
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In regard to Claims 14 and 20, characterized in that the second opening (space between 
arms 38) is provided with an expanded opening area (spaces between 32, 36) perpendicular to 
the direction of shifting ("for accommodating the dialysis machine port for engagement of the 
shift element in the second position" is intended use language). 

In regard to Claims 15 and 21, characterized in that the elongated border of the second 
opening (space between arms 38) has a wall thickness that tapers with a slope (the rounded 
surface has a slope) toward the opening 34 and has a form-fitting engagement with a 
corresponding slope (slope of concave surface 26) on the undercut 26 of the dialysis machine 
port 20. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-21 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS fi-om the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event. 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David E. Bochna/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



